The hepatoprotective potentials of the ethanolic extract of the Ficus bengalensis Linn leaves were tested against carbon tetrachloride (CCl 4 ) and ethanol -induced liver damage in rats. Changes in the levels of biochemical markers of hepatic injury viz; -aspartate aminotransferase (AST), alanine aminotransferase (ALT), total protein (TP) and total albumin (TA) were determined in both treated and control groups of rats. The effects of the extracts were compared with that of silymarin (50 mg/kg). Phytochemical analysis and acute toxicity studies of the extract were also performed. The results showed that CCl 4, and ethanol elevates the levels of AST, ALT and decreased levels of TP and TA. Treatment with the ethanolic extract of Ficus bengalensis (EEFB) 100,200 and 400 mg/kg ameliorated the effects of the hepatoxins and significantly (P<0.05) reduced the elevated levels of the biochemical marker enzymes.
Introduction
In spite of tremendous advances in modern medicine, there are no effective drugs available that stimulate liver function, offer protection to the liver from damage or help to regenerate hepatic cells. In absence of reliable liver protective drugs in modern medicine, there are a number of medicinal preparations in ayurveda recommended for the treatment of liver disorders and their usage is in vogue since centuries and are quite often claimed to offer significant relief 1. Ficus bengalensis Linn (Moraceae) known locally as 'vad' is traditionally acclaimed to be very effective in the management of liver diseases. The plant grows in lower Himalayas and is found all over India. Different parts of tree have been found to posses medicinal properties.
There are more than 800 species and 2000 varieties of ficus species, most of which are native to the world tropics Ficus bengalensis is a very large tree reaching 30 m high, sending down many aerial roots from the branches and thus extending the growth of the tree indefinitely 2 . Locally, the plant is used in the 
Results and Discussion
Administration of carbon tetrachloride showed significantly elevated levels of serum enzymes SGOT, SGPT and decreased Total protein level due to its enzymatic activation of CCl 3 free radical, which in turn alters the structure and function of liver cells (Sharma et al., 1994) . SGOT is found in the liver, cardiac muscles, skeletal muscles, pancreas, lungs, kidney, brain etc. whereas SGPT concentration is highest in the liver and therefore it appears to be sensitive test to hepatocellular damage. Leakage of large quantities of enzymes into blood stream is often associated with massive necrosis of the liver (Shymal et al., 2006 
Conclusion
From the present study, we can conclude that ethanolic extract of Ficus bengalensis shows hepatoprotective and antioxidant activity against hepatotoxicants like carbon tetrachloride, paracetamol, ethanol, and rifampicin. Hence EEFB may be act as prophylactic as well as curative drug in treating hepatotoxic conditions. Further studies needs to isolate the active constituents and also to evaluate the exact mechanism of action. 
